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Editorial: Year of Mercy 
 

On the 8th December, Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the Mother of Mercy, Pope Francis 
launched the Year of Mercy with the solemn 
opening of the Holy Door. A very important sym-
bolic act performed by each pilgrim is to pass 
through the Holy Door. Christ identified Himself 
as `the door.' ñI am the gate. Anyone who enters 
through me will be safe; he will go freely in and 

out and be sure of finding pasture.ò [John 10. 7-9] 
 

To pass through the door is to pass from this world into the presence 
of God, just as in the old Temple of Jerusalem on the feast of Yom 
Kippur the High Priest passed through the veil covering the doorway 
of the Holy of Holies to enter into the presence of God to offer the 
sacrifice of atonement.  
 

On the day of Atonement, Israel confessed the nationôs sins, and 
asked forgiveness and cleansing. The high priest entered the Most 
Holy Place of the Temple on this day alone. Recognising this day as 
the holiest of feast days, Jews neither ate nor drank for twenty-four 
hours. 
 

One of the details that all three synoptic gospels give us at the death 
of Jesus is: ñAnd suddenly, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two 
from top to bottom.ò (Mt.27:51, Mk.15:38, Lk.23:45) The veil of the 
sanctuary marked Godôs presence in the Holy of Holies. No person 
could go beyond that veil, save the High Priest on Atonement day. 
Behind this veil dwelt the Spirit of God. 
 

The tearing from top to bottom of the veil means that 
now everybody is allowed to go into the presence of 
God and that the function of the Holy of Holies is not 
needed anymore. Every human being may approach 
God. God is not remote from humanity, but invites all 
to his love. St. Paul tells us that at that time: ñGod 
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not 
holding anyoneôs fault against them, but entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation.ò (2 Cor.5:19) 
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As we celebrate the Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis wishes that everyone, regardless of 
their state, be able to make a pilgrimage 
through a Holy Door. To pass through the 
door is to confess with firm conviction that Je-
sus Christ is the Son of God, the Lord, and 
the Savior who suffered, died, and rose for 
our salvation. With great courage, a person 

freely decides to cross the threshold leaving behind the kingdom of 
this world so as to enter the new life of grace of the Kingdom of God. 
 

When the door opens, the obstacles of passage to 
our Lord are removed. During the Holy Year, we 
hope and pray that the obstacles of personal weak-
ness, temptation, and sin will be removed so that we 
will have a holy union with our Lord. 
 

During this Christmas Season and the coming year, 
as we celebrate the Year of Mercy, let us remind 
ourselves of Godôs great love for us; that He be-
came one like us to save us from our sin and make 
us friends with Him and with one another.  
 

Wishing you and your families a Happy and Holy Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year.  

Wishing you and your families 
a  Blessed Christmas 

And a Peaceful New Year  
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Prayer for the Year of Mercy  

 

FATHER, Slow to anger,  

abounding in mercy.  

You see us and run to us 

when we are far away from you, 

You find your way to us 

when we cannot find our way to you, 

You are always faithful when we are unfaithful. 

JESUS CHRIST,  

You entered the house of sinners,  

You sat at the table of the poor, 

You mounted the Cross, your throne of mercy. 

HOLY SPIRIT,  

You pour your healing gifts over our wounds,  

You anoint us to bring good news to the poor,  

You send us out as missionaries of mercy. 

GOD OF MERCIES,  

Have mercy on us, so that where sin abounds 

your grace may abound all the more,  

and we shall become like you, Merciful. 

 

AMEN. 
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Let us open the stable door and help change ourselves and the world 
 

One of the key symbols of the Year of Mercy which has 
just started is a Door. Pope Francis opened the Holy 
Door of St Peter's on the 8 December and local doors 
are being opened in Cathedrals and churches through-
out the world. But why the emphasis on doors? A holy 
door has been used since the fifteenth century as a ritual 
expression of conversion. Pilgrims and penitents pass 
through it as a gesture of leaving the past behind and 
crossing the threshold from sin to grace.  But the door 
finds meaning only when the believer associates the 
door with Christ. Jesus is the Door! 

 

This theme of the importance of doors was reflected by Cardinal Peter 
Turkson speaking about the 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in the light of Pope Francisô recent encyclical ñLaudato Si. 
The encyclical identifies the possibility of a 
door to a sustainable future, calling us to 
question the way in which humanity is closing 
the door on itself if nothing is achieved by the 
meetings in Paris. 
 

Through the imagery of doors Cardinal Turkson explained the way in 
which we can use prayer and dialogue to bring about transformative 
results. The use of the door imagery is continued in regards to the 
season of advent, allowing for the door to the liturgical year to be 
opened to the birth of Jesus Christ. Within the encyclical Cardinal 
Turkson identifies the 5 goals, which he defined as doors to the future 
of the social and natural world. 
 

Door 1: To recognise that the climate change 
crisis affects everyone and everything. A prime 
example of this links back to 2010, when the 
volcanic ash of Eyjafjallajºkull caused com-
plete chaos to the entire world. 

 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Pray/Encyclical

