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Answers to ñBible Quizò page 18 
1c, 2d, 3b, 4b, 5a, 6d, 7d, 8a, 9b.  

As a descendant of David (cf. Mt 1. 16-20), from whose stock Jesus 
was to spring according to the promise made to David by the prophet 
Nathan (cf. 2Sam 7), and as the spouse of Mary of Nazareth, Saint Jo-
seph stands at the crossroads between the Old and New Testaments. 
 

[ñPatris Cordeò ï A Beloved Father] 
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Editorial:  Update. 

Welcome to the Easter edition of the magazine. 
 

Hope you and your families have been keeping safe and 
well. You are in my thoughts and prayers, especially dur-
ing the celebration of Mass. I do hope that you are fol-
lowing our services on-line if you are not able to come to 
Mass just yet. Please do look at our website and the 
Church Services TV link to watch our Masses and other 
Services.  

 

Once again, this edition is different from usual since how we worship 
and come together has been significantly changed by coronavirus and 
many of the usual activities and events have not, as yet, taken place. 
First of all, I would like to reflect on the Sacramental/Liturgical life of 
the Parish. 
 

It is difficult to imagine that it was during Lent 2020, 23rd March, that 
we went into the first lock-down! Our hope was that by now life would 
have become much better, closer to ñnormalò, without the present re-
strictions. It was during this difficult time, the third lockdown, that we 
were once again invited to go on our Lenten journey in order to cele-
brate the Risen Lord.  
 

A sincere thank you to all those who have volunteered of their time to 
act as Stewards and Cleaners. Without their help we would not have 
been able to open at all. A big thank you to Elizabeth Patten for organ-
izing. 
 

Sadly, because of the present lockdown, I was not able to 
visit the sick and the house-bound during Lent as I usual-
ly do. We hope and pray that we will be able to celebrate 
the Sacrament of the Sick both as a community and as 
individuals soon. 
 

Pope Francis, in his message for the Word Day of the Sick reminds us 
that the experience of sickness makes us realise our own vulnerability 
and our innate need of others, especially of God. The commandment 
of love that Jesus left to his disciples is also kept in our relationship 
with the sick. In this way no one will feel alone, excluded or aban-
doned. The Holy Father then entrusts the sick, healthcare workers and 
all those who generously assist our suffering brothers and sisters to 
Mary, Mother of Mercy and Health of the Infirm.  
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With the Apostolic Letter ñPatris Cordeò [ñWith a Fatherôs 
Heartò], Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the 
declaration of St. Joseph as patron of the Universal Church 
by Pope Pius IX on December 8th 1870. To mark the occa-
sion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a ñYear of St. Josephò 
from 8th December 2020 to 8th December, 2021. In prepa-
ration for the Solemnity of St. Joseph, we recited the Nove-
na at the end of Mass and the statue of St. Joseph was placed by the 
Sanctuary, where it will stay for this special year. 
 

Because of the third lockdown, the celebration of Sacraments had to, 
once again, be postponed. For the present the Reconciliation Room 
will remain closed. Iôm sure that a number of you will want to receive 
the healing Sacrament of Reconciliation. Again, we hope this will be 
possible soon. 
 

It was good to celebrate Baptisms again even if numbers were restrict-
ed to six. Please God we will resume the celebration of Baptisms after 
Easter. 

 

Likewise, it was with much delight and relief that 
the children on last yearôs First Holy Communion 
Programme managed to make their Communion. 
Due to capacity restrictions the First Holy Com-
munion celebrations took place on consecutive 
Saturdays, the 3rd and 10th October,  with extend-
ed family members joining on Live-stream.  
 

Congratulations to the children, their families and 
catechists: Jayden Aboagye, Lauren-Rose An-
derson, Ashley [Jnr] Keith Anderson, Christabel 

C. Chukwu, Ivica Frantina Dias, Sapphira Harry-Ukpaukure, Connor 
Michael Hoban, Adelia Yah Ting Leong, Callum McGahern, Aaron 
Ngan, Elisa Pereira, Jakub Svoboda, Star Scarlett, Dwight Wandgi 
Tchakainang, Gwen Jordane Fanyu and Aleks Zugaj.  
 

Having celebrated the First Holy Communions, we were able to start 
the preparation for this yearôs First Holy Communion. We have been 
having meetings with the families in the Hall, and ñLink Massesò in the 
Church. The First Reconciliation [Confession] had to be celebrated 
differently as well. The programme will continue after the Easter holi-
days. A huge thank you to Bernie Gillen and Bernie OôReilly for their 
continued support.  
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I am hoping that after Easter we will be able to start the preparation for 
Confirmation. I will be in touch with the Candidates after Easter. If you 
are 13/14 years of age or year 9 at school please [if you have not 
done so already] do fill in a registration form which can be found on 
the website or the microsite. 
 

Now to the financial side of the parish. Last year was a particularly 
difficult time for the Church as it was for everyone. 
 

Our Church was closed for two periods last year and when we were 
able to open, the numbers of Parishioners allowed to attend Masses 
was severely restricted. This obviously has had a major impact on our 
income from the Planned Giving Envelopes and our Loose Plate Col-
lections. Fortunately, our Offertory donations from Standing Orders did 
increase, with donations received from new contributors, parishioners 
increasing their donations and some people migrating from the 
Planned Giving Envelope Scheme. We have also received donations 
via the Virgin Money Giving scheme and on-line donations. 
 

To everyone who have made donations, thank you so much 
for your generosity in continuing to support your Parish. 
 

The pandemic has also increased our expenditure due to the 
requirements for extra cleaning products which was neces-
sary to enable the Church to open again. We have also in-
vested in a Live-Streaming Service which has proved ex-
tremely popular for those Parishioners who are unable to at-
tend Mass at the moment. In addition, we have purchased 
several electronic hand sanitizer dispensers and an electron-
ic Holy Water dispenser. Recently we have also purchased 
two contactless card readers which enables Parishioners to donate to 
the Offertory, make Mass Donations and contribute to other collec-
tions. These will be invaluable as the counting and banking of cash is 
quite problematic at the moment and we have just been notified that 
our local HSBC branch (Kingsbury) is due to close in July. 
 

We hope to be able to give a more comprehensive financial report 
when restrictions are eased, hopefully during the summer. 
 

If you want more information regarding how to donate to the Parish, 
please visit our Parish websites or call the Office on Mondays or 
Wednesdays. 
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The Planned Giving boxes of envelopes for the 
next Tax Year [starting 11th April] are now available 
from the Church. Please collect them when you are 
attending Mass, or telephone the Parish Office to 
arrange when you can collect your box.  If you wish 
to join any of these schemes or need further infor-
mation on them please contact the Parish Office. 
 

We will shortly be preparing the Gift Aid Claim Form for the Tax Year 
6th April 2020 - 5th April 2021.  If you are signed up to the scheme but 
did not pay any tax to the U.K. Government during this period, please 
telephone or write to the Parish Office so that your name can be re-
moved from the claim. 
 

A huge thank you to Penny Donetti for doing the yearly returns and 
keeping the financial matters on the ñstraight and narrowò as well as 
helping with other admin duties. Also for the arranging of the beautiful 
floral displays. 
 

Thank you for all that you are doing and let us pray that the Holy Spirit 
guides us as we move forward. Please do feel free to share as best 
you can the information in this magazine with other members of the 
parish with whom you have contact, consistent with the guidance on 
social distancing etc. We all hope that these regulations will be tempo-
rary. So thank you for the kindness, patience and consideration you 
are showing. We are in this together, let us help one another. Keep 
safe. 
 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very Happy, Blessed and Peace-
ful Easter and pray that we can all come together once more to wor-
ship as a community in the not too distant future. 
 

Once again, thank you for your support. 
 

With prayerful wishes for you all. 

 

Yours Sincerely 


